The European Coating Symposium 2009, ECS2009 is the 8th in the series of biannual conferences on Advances in Coating Science and Technology organized in various European cities.  ECS 2009 was held on 7-9 September 2009 in Karlsruhe, Germany under the excellent organization of Professor Wilhelm Schabel, Dr. Scharfer and their Thin Film Technology Group team of the Karlsruhe Institut für Technologie (KIT).  There were over 146 attendees and some 57 talks and 23 posters.  The symposium was preceded by a 2-days Short Course “Thin Film Coating and Drying – Fundamentals and Applications” which attracted over 20 participants.  Please visit http://www.ecs2009.eu for a detailed programme of all the proceedings and the course.
The venue of ECS2009 was the slick, state of the art Novotel Karlsruhe City, were participants were spoiled by the quality of the hospitality.  The Symposium Dinner was held at the Karlsruhe Castle and its beautiful gardens with Jazz music in the background and a wonderful buffet lubricated by excellent wines. 
ECS2009 closed with an agreement that the ECS group will be formalized into a Society and tasked H. Benkreira, P. Schweizer, W. Schabel and M. Toivakka of the ECS Scientific Committee to report back on this plan to the ECS members.  It was also agreed that ECS2011 will be held at Abo Akademi University in Finland (Organiser: Martti Toivakka) or at Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg in Germany (Organiser: Gunter Reiter).  ECS2013 will be held at Universite de Mons-Hainaut in Belgium (Organiser: J. de Coninck).

For further information on ECS, please contact H.Benkreira@bradford.ac.uk
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